A SUMMER TO REMEMBER WITH THE INTERNS

CHIEDOZIE ONONUJU

My name is Chiedozie Ononuju and | go by “Dozy”. | am a seminarian studying for
the Catholic priesthood with the Diocese of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. | attend Mount St.
Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland and | am about to embark on my fifth year (out
of six) of seminary. God-willing | will be ordained a deacon next summer and a priest in the
summer of 2023.

| was told good things about the Fr. Beiting Mission Center by other Harrisburg
seminarians who had served as summer interns in the past. And so, when | was assigned to
spend a summer at the Center, | was excited and hopeful for a wonderful experience. The
experience has indeed been very rewarding and has helped me grow in many ways. The
Center, its work, and, most importantly, the people | served have given me a deepened
and renewed appreciation for love of neighbor. | grew in my faith during this mission, and |
also grew in my love for the Catholic Church through encounters with volunteers from
parishes and college campuses. The homeowners whom | served taught me the
importance of gratitude and the impact it has on others; | was highly edified by their
thankfulness.

It was wonderful to be able to bring some joy and a greater sense of peace into
other people’s lives. And seeing this happen also brought me greater joy and peace.
Service is not a one-way street. When a person serves another, the one

serving is also served. The person serving is enriched by the experience and grows through it. This happened to me in many
ways, and | am very grateful to God, the homeowners, and fellow volunteers for bringing this about. | hope to continue to
spread this same joy and peace to others throughout my life and especially in my future pastoral ministry as a deacon and
priest.

Finally, | would like to thank all the staff of the Mission Center for their welcoming spirit and invaluable help and direction.
The staff made me feel at home in Louisa, Kentucky and | am deeply grateful to each and every one of them. Prior to my
arrival, | did not know much about woodworking or using power tools but, with the gracious help of the Mission staff as
well as some of the skilled adult volunteers, | picked up the techniques | needed for work at the various homes. But even
more important than learning how to use tools, | learned how to love and help my neighbor more genuinely. And if
everyone that passes through this Mission Center can say the same, Fr. Beiting’s legacy will continue to live and grow, and
this amazing Center will maintain resounding success.

CLARK STITLER.

It is “the basis or groundwork of anything.” Itis the main reason behind the stability of any structure. The stronger it
is, the more stable the structure is. This “it” is the foundation.

Among the many pages that can be written about my sixty-day summer internship

» here at the Father Beiting Appalachian Mission Center (“FBAMC”) in Louisa, Kentucky, this

2@ reflection focuses on the idea of foundation. A large portion of our internship here at the

B8 \/ission involved serving clients with outdoor home repair and construction projects. And,
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Qe e N several of our projects involved building decks, where we learned quickly the importance of
i e setting a solid foundation. We were blessed with knowledgeable, skillful, and patient
; craftsmen who taught us about the necessary materials and tools needed to execute the
game plan, which always began with the foundation.

Just as the sunlight pierces through the fog of the early summertime dawns
¢ revealing the vibrant colors of the beautiful scenery here in the mountains of Eastern
Kentucky, God has made clear that the foundation of my training for the priesthood in the
| Catholic Church. That foundation is not only to be able to be aware of, to see, and to
recognize the presence of Jesus Christ, but also to share that joy of Christ’s presence with
- others. | am so humbled that God graciously blessed me with this gift revealed during this
- summer internship at FBAMC.




